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MINUTES
WILKES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
March 19, 2019

PUBLIC CONCERNS – ANGELA HENLEY AND SUSAN STURGILL – WILKES
PREGNANCY CARE CENTER – Mrs. Henley gave the Board an invitation and newsletter
and said the Wilkes Pregnancy Care Center has moved. They are now located in North
Wilkesboro across the street from the Post Office. Mrs. Sturgill said they are having an Open
House on Friday, March 22, 2019, which is open to the public. Mrs. Henley stated they out grew
the facility on School Street, Wilkesboro and were able to get the building located at 301 8th
Street, North Wilkesboro. They are having an open house and would like the Board to come if
available. She added 3WC Radio is having a Share-A-Thon on Friday from 7:00 AM until 6:00
PM. Mrs. Henley said they wanted everyone to know about their new location and invite them
to the open house. Mr. Sturgill and Mrs. Henley thanked the Board. Chairman Elmore thanked
them for attending and speaking tonight.
Chairman Elmore stated there were two others that signed up to speak about the Special Intensity
Allocation, but they understand that has been withdrawn. County Attorney Tony Triplett replied
that is correct, it will be removed from the agenda. The gentlemen that were planning to speak
with their concerns, David Wayne and Steve Cardwell have left. He added, he explained to them
that request was withdrawn earlier this afternoon and is no longer on the agenda or pending.
PUBLIC HEARING – ROAD NAME REQUEST – CLOVER VALLEY DRIVE,
REDDIES RIVER TOWNSHIP – Chairman Keith Elmore declared the Public Hearing open
regarding the Road Name Request for Clover Valley Drive at 6:53 P.M. on Tuesday, March 19,
2019 with the following members present: Chairman Giddeon Keith Elmore, Vice Chairman
Eddie Settle, Commissioner Gary D. Blevins, Commissioner David Gambill, and Commissioner
Brian Minton.
Also present were Tony Triplett, County Attorney; John Yates, County Manager; Eddie Barnes,
Planning Director; and Sarah Call, Clerk to the Board.
Chairman Elmore asked if anyone would like to speak regarding the proposed Road Name
Request. Planning Director Eddie Barnes stated the Public Hearing was advertised according to
the General Statutes and the Road Naming Ordinance. He added the Planning Department has
received no comments regarding the road name request. Hearing no comments on the proposed
Road Name Request for Clover Valley Drive, Reddies River Township, Chairman Elmore
declared the Public Hearing closed at 6:54 P.M.
The Wilkes County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, March 19, 2019 at 6:54 P.M. with
the following members present: Chairman Keith Elmore, Vice Chairman Eddie Settle,
Commissioner Gary D. Blevins, Commissioner David Gambill, and Commissioner Brian
Minton.
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Also present for the meeting were Tony Triplett, County Attorney; John Yates, County Manager;
and Sarah Call, Clerk to the Board.
Chairman Keith Elmore welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.
INVOCATION – Commissioner David Gambill led the Invocation.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Chairman Keith Elmore lead the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Motion was made by Commissioner Gary D. Blevins, seconded
by Vice Chairman Eddie Settle and unanimously adopted to approve the Minutes of the Special
Called Meeting Work Session held on February 7, 2019.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Motion was made by Vice Chairman Eddie Settle, seconded by
Commissioner Gary D. Blevins and unanimously adopted to approve the Minutes of the Budget
Retreat Work Session held on February 19, 2019.
VAYA HEALTH – UPDATE FACILITY BASED CRISIS CENTER – Chairman Elmore
welcomed Brian Ingraham, CEO and Christina Dupuch, CFO. Mr. Ingraham thanked the Board,
he added Brian Shuping and Christina Dupuch have been spending lots of time in Wilkes on this
great project. He said he just wanted to talk about this for a few minutes and get everyone up to
speed on things. Mr. Ingraham stated they have received good reports and are off to a great start.
Mr. Ingraham said first they need to thank Senator Randleman, they would not be here without
her great efforts in the last session to secure $1.4 million to refurbish and recreate a Facility
Based Crisis program. He added they have two great providers collaborating, Daymark
Recovery Services and Synergy. The plan is to refresh and update the building that Synergy
currently occupies and bring it from 14 to 16 beds, expand the array of services and add recovery
oriented services. Mr. Ingraham said the more they can offer under one roof, the better for folks.
They want to offer alternatives to folks rather than going to the Emergency Department when
they can. This will help alleviate some of the pressure on the Hospital and Law Enforcement.
Mr. Ingraham and Ms. Dupuch briefly went through the below power point at this time.
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Ms. Dupuch thanked the Board and Community. She added Wilkes County has been very
gratuitous to allow them to promote this as a regional based facility, which the surrounding
counties are extremely supportive of. Synergy is used today by folks outside Wilkes and across
the state, this will give a greater opportunity for Wilkes first and foremost, but also the
surrounding counties. Ms. Dupuch said Vaya has already received the allocation of $1.4 million,
it is within their organization to move forward with the project. The facility will be the hub for
Mobile Crisis Management. Ms. Dupuch briefly described several programs that will be offered
as listed on slide 4. Mr. Ingraham went through next steps as found on slide 7. He added they
have many key stakeholders that are on the Community Steering Committee. It is wonderful to
see this kind of representation from the County and support for this project. This is very
important and helps as they present to the folks in Raleigh.
Chairman Elmore asked when the detailed cost estimates and report will be ready to submit. Mr.
Ingraham replied they do not think the contractor will be able to provide detailed pricing by
March 25th they are pushing very hard to get information before the deadline. He added this will
be provided at some point, but he is not sure when that will be. Chairman Elmore said it has
been a great joy to work with the Vaya folks for the past month. They have not always had a
great relationship, but he feels it has improved and they are doing a very good job. He added
everyone on the Steering Committee seemed very pleased and are working well together.
Vice Chairman Settle said they are glad to see something is getting done. He added
Commissioner Blevins took a very active role in serving on the Vaya Board and Commissioner
Minton is now stepping in and will be taking an active role. Their involvement has made a
positive difference. Vice Chairman Settle thanked Senator Randleman for getting the funds for
this project and for all she does for Wilkes County. Commissioner Minton said he would like to
make sure that everyone understands that this facility will be taking Involuntary Commitments
(IVC). Mr. Ingraham replied yes, it will change the program and how it operates today. They
will provide a broader array of interventions and care for folks. Commissioner Gambill asked if
this facility will operate 24-hours. Ms. Dupuch replied it will be 24/7 and 365, never closed.
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Commissioner Blevins said with funding and everyone working together, listening, and
cooperating they have been able to find a possible solution to obstacles they have been facing.
They can now move ahead and look to remodel a facility and have a center that addresses a
serious need. He added they have had as many as 20 or more IVC’s at the hospital at one time.
Commissioner Blevins stated this will help the hospital and also the Sheriff with some of the
responsibilities for these transports. He said he would like to thank the staff at Vaya, Synergy,
Carl Spake, Billy West from Daymark for all working together. Commissioner Blevins stated all
gave something up and are working together for a much better outcome. He added they look
forward to helping in any way they can. Commissioner Blevins said he especially wants to thank
Senator Randleman for what she did in getting the awesome grant, and the people in Wilkes
County appreciate this as well.
Chairman Elmore stated there will be opportunities to serve on committees throughout the year if
there is anyone that wants to sign up. Mr. Dupuch added yes the Steering Committee kicked off
last week and it is a great group. She said if anyone in the community has an interest in this
project, please let them know, these are open meetings. They can contact her directly or Brian
Shuping and they would love to have anyone interested attend the next meeting. Ms. Dupuch
said they will meet each month in the Commissioner’s Meeting Room between now and
December. This is a work group facilitated by Vaya with lots of presentation and updates. Their
goal is for the community to be informed at all times of where the project is.
Commissioner Blevins asked if they are planning to do a Resolution at some point in support of
the project. Chairman Elmore stated they do have a Resolution and asked County Manager John
Yates to read it at this time.
Commissioner Brian Minton made a motion to adopt the Resolution to Fully Adopt, Support and
Endorse the Vaya Health Facility-Based Crisis Expansion Proposal as presented at tonight’s
meeting. Motion was seconded by Commissioner Gary D. Blevins and unanimously approved.
RESOLUTION
TO FULLY ADOPT, SUPPORT AND ENDORSE
THE VAYA HEALTH
FACILITY-BASED CRISIS EXPANSION PROPOSAL
WHEREAS, during the 2017-2018 legislative session, the North Carolina General Assembly
passed a special provision in North Carolina Session Law 2018-5 (the “Appropriations Act”)
allocating $1.4 million to Vaya Health (“Vaya”) for the development of a Facility-Based Crisis
(“FBC”) center in Wilkes County; and
WHEREAS, SECTION 11F.5.(a) of the Appropriations Act stated that “Of the funds
appropriated to the Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Mental Health,
Developmental Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services, for the 2018-2019 fiscal year, the
Department shall allocate one million four hundred thousand dollars ($1,400,000) in
nonrecurring funds to Vaya Health (Vaya) as a grant in aid for the construction of a facility
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based crisis center in Wilkes County. Vaya shall not use these funds for any purpose other than
the purpose stated in this subsection”; and
WHEREAS, SECTION 11F.5.(b) of the Appropriations Act stated that “By April 1, 2019, Vaya
shall submit a report on the status of the construction project described in subsection (a) of this
section. The report must include a breakdown of all expenditures from the funds allocated
pursuant to subsection (a) of this section and a projected completion date for the project. By
May 1, 2019, the Department shall submit this information in a report to the Joint Legislative
Oversight Committee on Health and Human Services and the Fiscal Research Division”; and
WHEREAS, Vaya representatives have been working diligently with the Wilkes County Board of
Commissioners (“Board of Commissioners”), providers and other stakeholders in Wilkes County
to develop the most clinically appropriate, cost-effective, and fiscally stable plan for the
development of a FBC and other behavioral health crisis services that will best serve Wilkes
County residents within the available funding; and
WHEREAS, Vaya staff prepared and presented a Facility-Based Crisis Expansion Proposal to
interested stakeholders on February 20, 2019, which document is attached hereto and
incorporated herein as “Appendix A”; and
WHEREAS, Vaya staff presented Appendix A at the inaugural meeting of the Wilkes FBC
Development Steering Committee (“Steering Committee”) on March 12, 2019, which group
includes the Chair of the Board of Commissioners, the Honorable Mr. Keith Elmore; and
WHEREAS, the Steering Committee reviewed and approved Appendix A at its March 12, 2019
meeting; and
WHEREAS, Appendix A proposes to use the funds designated by the General Assembly to expand
the Synergy Recovery Center, which is an existing 14-bed FBC center located at 118 Peace
Street in North Wilkesboro, a county-owned building, and to rename the facility as the “Shirley
Randleman Recovery Center”. The existing Synergy FBC currently operates primarily on the
ground floor of the facility, leaving an entire floor available for other uses; and
WHEREAS, with construction and renovation, Synergy’s existing site offers an affordable
opportunity for the expansion of crisis and other complementary service offerings to address
community needs; and
WHEREAS, under the proposal, Synergy and Daymark Recovery Services, a local, highlyrespected, non-profit provider of behavioral health services, will partner at the new Shirley
Randleman Center to offer a 16-bed licensed FBC program that will:



Comprehensively identify the cause and level of need for those experiencing symptoms consistent
with a behavioral health crisis
Partner with individuals experiencing behavioral health crises to promote physical and
emotional safety; alleviate discomfort and suffering; develop or modify a “whole person” plan

MINUTES
March 19, 2019
Page 7 of 17



for the individual that effectively addresses the issues precipitating the crisis and minimizes the
risk of recurrence; and engage the individual in continued care that supports the journey toward
recovery as the initial crisis abates
Serve as a designated IVC drop-off site; and

WHEREAS, a Vaya Health representative reviewed Appendix A with the full Board of
Commissioners at the March 19, 2019 regularly-scheduled meeting; and
WHEREAS, after reviewing Appendix A, the Board of Commissioners believes the proposal
offers the best solution for fully utilizing the available funding allocated by the General Assembly
and developing a clinically appropriate, fiscally stable FBC model that will improve the lives of
Wilkes County residents.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by action of the Board of Commissioners on the date
set forth below, that the Wilkes County Board of Commissioners hereby fully adopts, supports
and endorses the February 20, 2019 Vaya Health Facility-Based Crisis Expansion Proposal
attached hereto and incorporated herein as Appendix A.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Vaya Health will include this Resolution and Appendix A in
its April 1, 2019 report described above and will provide regular updates to the Steering
Committee on the status of the FBC construction project from now until completion.
ATTEST:
_____________________________
Sarah Call, Clerk

WILKES COUNTY:
________________________________________
Giddeon Keith Elmore, Chair
Wilkes County Board of Commissioners

Chairman Elmore and the Board thanked Senator Randleman, Mr. Ingraham, Ms. Dupuch, Vaya,
and Synergy for all they have done. They received applause at this time.
WILKES COUNTY ASSESSMENT OF FAIR HOUSING – Chairman Elmore welcomed
and recognized Kelly Coffee, Senior Planner High Country Council of Governments. Mr. Kelly
said the Assessment of Fair Housing document that was sent to the Board by email is a
requirement of the CDBG Grant the county received to extend sewer to Mulberry School. He
said the Federal Fair Housing Act makes it unlawful to refuse to sale or rent housing because of
race, color, religion, sex, disability, familial status, or national origin. This is the protected
classes. Mr. Coffee said as he mentioned before any HUD program has to promote Fair Housing
even if the program is not related to housing, such as a sewer infrastructure project. In addition
to discrimination the fair housing program now involves access to opportunity. This means, for
example in Wilkes County most job opportunities are concentrated in and around the
Wilkesboro’s, if they had a concentration of minorities further out in the county that restricts
their access to job opportunities if they don’t have a reliable form of transportation. He said the
purpose of this document is to assess the county and see if there are any situations like that and if
so it sets goals to overcome those barriers. Mr. Coffee said very generally the assessment finds
there is a relatively small concentration of protected classes but it is minimal when compared to
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other jurisdiction such as what they find in large cities. He said they have outlined three fair
housing issues relative to Wilkes County and each one has a corresponding goal or action.
1. Disability Access – Goal is in the near future DOT plans to install sidewalk curb
access ramps on all DOT streets. They are encouraging the Towns to do this for town streets as
well.
2. Housing Affordability – Northwestern Housing Enterprises has plans to construct 50
affordable rentals and 30 houses for home ownership for seniors and disabled within the next 3years.
3. Knowledge and Aware of Fair Housing – The action and activities for this he will do
as part of the Grant Administration which involves putting up Fair Housing Posters in Public
locations and providing information to Banks and Realtors.
Mr. Coffee stated this is a brief description of the Assessment. It describes a situation in the
county and sets goals and actions. The CDBG guidelines require that the Grantee adopt an
Assessment and this is before the Board as an action item.
Commissioner Gary D. Blevins made a motion to approve and adopt the Wilkes County Fair
Housing Assessment as presented. Motion was seconded by Commissioner David Gambill and
unanimously approved.
WILKES COUNTY EMS – PRESENTATION – Chairman Elmore welcomed and recognized
Tim Pennington, EMS Director. Mr. Pennington thanked the Board and went through the below
slide show. Presenting with Mr. Pennington is Bryant Reid, Operations Officer, and Riley Mort
Analytics Specialist, Part-time EMT.
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Mr. Pennington stated their goal is to respond to 90% of emergency calls within 10 minutes to all
locations. Mr. Reid said currently Wilkes has two 24 hour bases which equates to one 24 hour
base for every 379 square miles. The surrounding counties average 158 square miles per base.
They have had a steady increase in calls since 2000, which is as far back as they went for this
presentation. Their concerns is the current 24 hour bases are too far away to meet their goal.
Mr. Reid stated they used cardiac events for the slides. The blue circles shows where they
responded within 10 minutes, the red was over 10 minutes emergency response time. In 2018
there was over 1,500 emergency calls that took EMS more than 10 minutes to get to.
Mr. Reid stated Shepherds Crossroads is where base 2 is located, the main base is located behind
the Hospital. He added there is a decrease in call density in base 2, it does not allow for a timely
response to the calls around that base. Mr. Reid said the proposal is to split this into two 24 hour
bases in Mt. View and Ronda. They would also like to move the main base to a proposed
Emergency Services facility in Wilkesboro. He added this will allow them to respond to large
scale events, improve communication between agencies, and better access to Hwy 421 in which
they can get to a larger percent of the county in a more appropriate time. Mr. Reid stated they
would also like to establish a 24 hour base in Millers Creek to cover the western part of the
county, currently they have a part time base during the day.
Ms. Mort went over response times and said in 2018 they were at 70% response time for the 10
minutes goal. She added if they look at the same calls with the proposed bases added for
comparisons there would be a drastic increase in the areas they could respond to within 10
minutes. The map represents 1,000 patients and with the bases added it would get them between
88% to 94% for 10 minute responses. Ms. Mort said in their current locations 83% of the county
is less than 8 miles to a base location, this is improved with the proposed locations added to
cover 93% of the county. Commissioner Gambill asked if they only used call information from
2018. Mr. Reid replied yes it was so much data that they only used the 2018 information. He
added to get to the goal mentioned by Mr. Pennington they would need a total of five 24-hour
bases to get to the standard of 151 square miles. This proposal is four which gets them very
close for the call volume at this time.
Mr. Pennington stated the largest volume of responses correlate to the 421 and 268 corridors
until they approach the Towns. In the Eastern area the calls are north of 268 which is why a base
in Mtn. View and near East Middle School is the best locations. He said when moving toward
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Town the calls are closer to 421. They realized a main facility base closer to Hwy 421 would be
the best location. Mr. Pennington said in the West at Millers Creek location is best for the areas
west and north of Hwy 421. He closed with mentioning four solutions: Secure Mtn. View Site;
Establish an East presence; Addition of 1 night crew; Partner with Millers Creek Fire
Department for 24 hour presence; Establish a comprehensive unified Emergency Services
Facility easily assessable to 421. He added they have presented a lot of data and information to
support improving the response time and covering large events, and thanked the Board for their
time.
Chairman Elmore stated he is very impressed and it is very obvious that Wilkes County has the
best equipment and people in Northwest North Carolina. He added he hopes they feel that they
have been supported by this Board in the past. Mr. Pennington replied yes, they would not be
where they are today without the Board’s support. Chairman Elmore asked when the 10 minute
time starts. Mr. Reid replied the time begins when they check in route and ends when they check
in on scene. Chairman Elmore asked would it be good to partner with Fire Departments for these
locations, it would help the Fire Department with some rent, such as now with Shepherds
Crossroads and asked if this is a possibility. Mr. Pennington replied in Millers Creek yes, they
have the space and have graciously agreed to partner with them as they do part time currently.
He added Ronda does not have space, it could be three years or longer before they construct a
facility that may have room for EMS.
Vice Chairman Settle stated he has advocated for this since 2013, he lives in the red circles, and
this is along the 268 corridor. He talked with a Commissioner in Caldwell today, they have 5
stations currently and are building 2 more. Wilkes County is a much larger county and has 2 and
one part time. Vice Chairman Settle said it was in the proposed budget last year and they didn’t
do it, they were looking at Mtn. View and found a building and 3 acres. It is their job to protect
people of this county to the best of their ability. They were going to build one at East Middle
and decided to wait, then looked at Mtn. View and now another year is gone by. He stated it is
taking more than 20 minutes to get to Pleasant Hill. They need to give EMS help, they need to
buy the Mtn. View property, and he supports doing this now. Vice Chairman Settle stated they
have the best EMS personnel, no question, they do a good job, they have the tools they need but
now they need to get them out to the locations for the quickest access.
Commissioner Gambill said they have come a long way on EMS, they hired additional
employees to get them all on 12 hour shifts. The Board needs EMS to find what works best for
Wilkes then to set a goal on how to get there. Commissioner Gambill stated they rely on them to
come up with the locations and cost. If Fire Departments will work that is great, if the property
in Mtn. View is best they need to know that. He added he highly supports the Hwy 421 facility
as well.
Commissioner Blevins asked if First Responders response time is factored into this at all. They
are not trained to the same level as EMS, but provide a great service. He asked if they can play a
role in helping someone getting to the scene within 10 minutes initially. Mr. Pennington replied
yes there is certain lifesaving techniques they can perform and they do an outstanding job. He
added there is no way EMS could provide the service without first responders. Mr. Pennington
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said there are many medications and equipment that EMS has with them that require an
advanced level of care to get definitive treatment. Commissioner Blevins said they want to
acknowledge that there are many volunteers out in the county that provide a great service. He
added they do need to coordinate the funding going to the Fire Departments that they can help
with some of the medical emergencies. In looking at the statistics houses are being constructed
with increased level of inspections and safety. The fire calls are decreasing, but the medical
emergency calls and accidents is increasing. Commissioner Blevins said he would like to see
EMS work with Fire Departments on training to utilize those folks. He added those facilities are
located all across the county.
Commissioner Blevins said very few realize the size of the county and the scope of work they
have to deal with as Commissioners because every service they provide in the county has these
same challenges. It could be a school bus that has very high miles compared to another county,
animal control having to go out, or DSS having to go on a child protective service call.
Commissioner Blevins stated they discussed how to construct a centralized Emergency
Management Center that is comprehensive last year. Then there was a school incident in Florida
and legislation come down and they had to spend $600,000 on SRO’s for the schools. He said he
hears what Commissioner Settle is saying, he agrees they have got to come up with a better plan
to serve all the people in the County. Commissioner Blevins stated it has to be done in a
responsible manner through the budget process with a comprehensive plan that tells them exactly
what it will cost and the specific locations. He added when he gets that he will support it.
Commissioner Blevins stated they are talking about a new base in Mtn. View, moving from
Shepherds Crossroads to Ronda, a comprehensive facility in Wilkesboro, which means moving
from their current location. They need all the cost and exact locations presented with the budget.
This will all take time and a lot of tax money, it is necessary. He said they need to do it, but it
needs to be done in a smart and effective way.
Vice Chairman Settle asked what the most pressing need is. Mr. Pennington replied looking at
the map, splitting the east side up. Mr. Reid added that would have the most impact when
looking at the numbers, Mtn. View and Ronda bases drop the response time 6 – 7 minutes per
response. Chairman Elmore asked if they stage vehicles at this time to cover throughout the
county. Mr. Pennington replied when a call goes out they do move around toward that direction
to cover that area. He added more often than not there are multiple calls at one time when they
can’t do this. Commissioner Gambill stated he is not against this, but there are many things they
need to do. He added they rarely see an ambulance that is not responding to a call with lights
and sirens. He asked will they be at any of the bases long enough to justify the cost, if they are
responding most all the time is more bases what they need. Commissioner Blevins agreed and
added, maybe EMS is understaffed, and do they need facilities, more trucks, or personnel. Mr.
Pennington replied they need one additional crew at night time, during the day they can manage.
Commissioner Blevins stated they have not received any information as to the cost and how this
will work into the budget. He added as soon as they can get all the information and how it is
going to work he thinks it will have the support of the full Board. Chairman Elmore agreed and
added they all support EMS and what they do for his family and all the citizens in Wilkes
County.
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Vice Chairman Settle asked if they have any money in their budget currently to begin the Mtn.
View location. Mr. Pennington replied they have saved on the hospital lease currently and could
potentially do a remodel. He said the estimate for the up-fit and remodel was $50K to $60K.
Commissioner Minton stated he wants to thank EMS for all they do. He added he has saw the
facility in Mtn. View, it has his support to move forward at this time. Vice Chairman Settle
agreed he would like to see that project this year and asked does that one facility increase the
response time to 88% - 94% or do they need Ronda to get to this goal. Mr. Reid replied it would
take the Mtn. View base, Ronda base, full time at Millers Creek, and new facility at Wilkesboro
to get to the 88% - 94%. It takes all of this to get to the 90% goal, he added. Commissioner
Blevins asked which is the most cost effective and gets closer to the goal between Mtn. View and
Ronda. Mr. Pennington replied it takes both of them working together to make it work.
Chairman Elmore asked if they have looked at property in Ronda. Mr. Pennington replied last
year East Wilkes Middle School agreed to give them enough property to place a facility there.
Commissioner Blevins ask if this is still the case. Mr. Pennington replied yes. Vice Chairman
Settle added the cost estimate was $384K for the facility, it was budgeted last year and the school
was giving them the land. Chairman Elmore stated if they can centralize it on 268 that should be
a quicker response time for the area. Mr. Pennington agreed anywhere in that area would be
good. Mr. Reid added there are more calls in the Austin area as opposed to Clingman. They
want to serve everyone, but they were looking at what would make the biggest difference to
everyone and the proposed East Middle base would be within 10 minutes to all those locations.
Chairman Elmore stated this is very good information and discussion, but they do need to iron
out some things and asked if an offer had been made. County Attorney Tony Triplett added
there has not been an offer made, he has spoken with Mr. John Cothren and he thinks he is
basically waiting on the Board to move forward. Chairman Elmore stated they need to discuss
this further. Commissioner Blevins agreed they need to make a commitment, but also need to
consider that building cost has increased substantially in the last year and could almost make this
unaffordable. They need all the information and go through the budget process to make sure it is
not a burden on the budget, that they can afford it. He added they have to be responsible to the
tax payers and proceed carefully. Commissioner Blevins stated EMS is extremely important and
they want to do the best they can for them and the people. Vice Chairman Settle stated EMS has
money in their budget, they have a price to purchase it and for up-fit, they need to proceed now
with at least Mtn. View. They can look at Ronda in next year’s budget.
Chairman Elmore stated Mr. Yates and Mr. Huffman are working on the budget currently. Mr.
Yates stated everything was taken out of the budget for purchase and up-fit. EMS has funds that
has been set aside for rent that they expected to pay this year. Mr. Yates said EMS has about
$50K. Commissioner Blevins asked if they are sure there is no way they will have to pay that at
some point this year. He added they need to be careful that money is not necessarily guaranteed,
they may have to pay that. Vice Chairman Settle stated they need to do their job so EMS can
respond in 10 minutes. Chairman Elmore asked if the Board wanted to look at this in the budget
process and let Mr. Yates and Mr. Huffman work together on what will work. He added if the
money is there this year maybe they can do something now. Chairman Elmore said they need to
ask Mr. Brown about the rent so they know if they can use those funds now or not.
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Chairman Elmore and the Board thanked Mr. Pennington and EMS for their presentation.
PLANNING DEPARTMENT- ROAD NAME REQUEST – CLOVER VALLEY DRIVE –
REDDIES RIVER TOWSHIP – Mr. Barnes stated a Public Hearing was held earlier this
evening to receive public input on a proposed Road Name Request for Clover Valley Drive in
Reddies River Township, with no opposition. He stated this request meets the requirements of
the Wilkes County Road Naming Ordinance and a ten-day notification period has been met. The
Planning Department has not received any comments opposing the Road Name Request. He
added it is now for the Boards consideration.
Commissioner David Gambill made a motion to approve the Road Name Request for Clover
Valley Drive, as presented. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Brian Minton and
unanimously approved.
PURCHASE OF COUNTY-OWNED PROPERTY – MULBERRY TOWNSHIP – County
Attorney Tony Triplett stated this matter is back on the agenda after being tabled at the February
5th meeting. He added the county cleaned up the two lots that had a dilapidated house on, which
is located on Elledge Mill Road. Eddie Barnes and Mr. Triplett’s office have both been
contacted by folks that are interested. He added the offer received by Tim Wagoner still stands,
as that was the first offer received. Mr. Triplett said if the Board wishes to move forward they
need to authorize to advertise the Tim Wagoner offer of $7,000 plus deed and publication cost.
Commissioner Minton stated it would be advertised with the option of upset bids. Mr. Triplett
replied yes, at that point if there are upset bids they keep advertising until 10-days run with no
upset bids. He added the final offer will be brought back to the Board to decide if they want to
take it or not. Mr. Triplett said this will get the process started if this is what the Board would
like to do. Commissioner Blevins stated the Board would not be obligated to sale it if the last bid
received is not an amount they agree with. Mr. Triplett replied correct. Commissioner Minton
added the bid would be a minimum of $7,000. Mr. Triplett replied correct. Commissioner
Gambill asked if the bid is upset how much does it go up. Mr. Triplett replied in this case per the
General Statute, it must be10% of the first $1K and 5% or the remainder, which would be at least
$7,400 to upset a bid of $7K. This would be the minimum, it could be higher, and can be upset
multiple times. Mr. Yates added Mr. Barnes did place for sale signs on the property.
Commissioner Brian Minton made a motion to publish notice in the Wilkes Journal-Patriot,
pursuant to G.S. §160A-269, of the offer received from Tim Wagoner on October 31, 2018, for
the purchase of property formerly owned by William and Marie Wyatt, consisting of two
adjoining tracts located on Elledge Mill Road in Mulberry Township, Wilkes County, North
Carolina, the same having been acquired by Wilkes County through tax foreclosure in Deed
Book 1274, Page 189, and Deed Book 1274, Page 190, Wilkes County Registry, for $7,000.00
plus advertising costs, deed preparation, and recording costs; provided, that the County first
receives a 5% deposit from Mr. Wagoner; provided further, that the matter continue to be
advertised by the County Attorney as required by law in the event of receipt of any upset bids,
and that upon the expiration of the upset bid period the matter be brought back to the Board by
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the County Attorney for action as permitted under G.S. §160A-269. The motion was seconded
by Commissioner Gary D. Blevins and unanimously approved.
JCPC BOARD - APPOINTMENT – County Manager John Yates stated they received a
request from the Wilkes Juvenile Crime Prevention Council recommending Jackie Johnson for
the appointment of a 2-year term as the Health Director Designee positon on the Board. Ms.
Johnson is a Health Educator with the Wilkes County Health Department and has filled out the
Board Application. He added this is now for the Boards consideration.
Commissioner Brian Minton made a motion to appoint Ms. Jackie Johnson to the Wilkes
Juvenile Crime Prevention Council as requested. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
David Gambill and unanimously approved.
ADJOURN - Motion was made by Commissioner Gary D. Blevins, seconded by Commissioner
David Gambill and by unanimous vote adopted to adjourn the meeting of the Wilkes County
Board of Commissioners at 8:26 P.M.

Sarah D. Call, Clerk

Giddeon Keith Elmore, Chairman
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Approved:

